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Foreword by
The Chairman of the Governing Council
During the twelve months which have just passed, an event took place which at once
changed the Royal Technical College from its perhaps rather difficult and even uncertain
position in the sphere of Higher Education in Eastern Africa.
A Working Party, led
by Dr. John Lockwood, then Vice-Chancellor of London University, and composed of
some of the most eminent academic figures in the United Kingdom, visited East Africa
to advise on Higher Education in the territories.
Their bold and imaginative recommendation
for our College was that it should be
developed as soon as possible into the second inter-territorial
University College in East
Africa, in Special Relationship with the University of London.
This aim was accepted
by the East African Governments and the Governing Council.
That is in outline how we stand today; but the public, whom we on the Governing
Council serve, must sometimes wonder to themselves how their College progresses, judged
by world standards.
They see fine buildings rising, they read our reports of the past and
our plans for the future.
They would, however, be less than human if they did not
occasionally
ask themselves whether the cost, which is inevitably considerable,
is
justified-whether
their money is being spent in the best way.
Among the distinguished visitors at the College in the last few months was Professor
Giffen, Professor of Civil and Mechanical Engineering ..•
at, Queen Mary College, London
University.
Here are two extracts from his report which he has very kindly allowed
me to quote:"The Diploma Course has now been in operation for three years and the first Group
of students sat this year for the Joint Part I examination of the Engineering Institutions,
with very gratifying results .• This shows that the staff have been applying the right kind
of standards in their examinations at the end of the first and second years of the Course."
and:"I was impressed both by the sound judgment shown in the selection of equipment
and also by the initiative and ability of the staff in modifying old equipment purchased
locally at low second-hand prices."
During this year, Mr. Newbold retired from the position of our Vice-Chairman,
one he has held for five years. No Council could have been more unselfishly served, and
our grateful thanks are extended to him.
It is also my privilege, as Chairman of the Governing Council, to thank Dr. Gale,
our Acting Principal, and the Staff of the College-their
sustained loyalty and devotion
to the College in times which are still difficult are, I know, a great stimulation to the
Governing Council.

-November 18th, 1959

P. J. ROGERS

Principal's Report to the Governing Council
for the Session 1958/59
One of the tasks which must inevitably occupy a new foundation such as the Royal
Technical College is that of establishing an efficient academic pattern, while at the same
time laying the basis of a healthy residential life, and an individual College tradition.
On October 6th, 1958, the Co liege reassembled for its third session with a feeling
of having established both an academic pattern and a living corporate life. There were
107 new students, fifteen of whom were women and ninety-two men, bringing the total
for the session to 250. Of these 20 I were resident.
From the start of the session the
Students' Society showed itself ready to playa vigorous and constructive part in the life
of the College, and to co-operate in helping new students to make the transition from school
to College life. During the session the Students' Society, in consultation with the Board
of Studies, reorganised its constitution and formed itself into a Students' Union.
The
Union also established an external relations branch.
The general discipline within the Halls of Residence remained excellent; and the
senior students began to take a far more active part in running their own affairs. A
Halls of Residence Library came into operation and was well used; while facilities were
made available to students for receiving visitors and for inviting them to meals in Hall.
During the Session the first Inter-College Games were held between the Royal Technical
College and Makerere College. A party of thirty-four students visited Makerere and
competed in seven fields of sport.
Although losing, the College gave an impressive account
of itself, and is looking forward to welcoming teams from Makerere for return matches
in December.
Inter-Faculty
games within the College also provided a high standard
of sportsmanship.
Our women students, too, took ~ far more active part in sport, and
during the session formed both Netball and Hockey teams.
College Accommodation:
During the session the Engineering Workshops were extended by a further five bays,
in order to provide suitable Heat Engines laboratories;
while the American Wing was
added to the Faculty. of Engineering
through the generosity of the International
Co-operation Administration of the United States of America. With the assistance of the
United States Consul General in Nairobi, it was found possible to add an additional
storey to the American Wing building, to house the College Department of Surveying,
and bring it into close flroximity with the Faculty of Engineering.
A third Men's Hall of Residence was also erected on Hospital Hill, and is itself an
outstanding tribute to the architects, Messrs. Blackburne, Norburn.
It was found possible
to incorporate in the new hostel sick bay accommodation
for twelve students, together
with office accommodation
for a doctor and the nursing sister.
The work of adding a further storey to the main College Tuition block was also
commenced during the session.

~

Academic Report:
During the 1958-59 session the academic life of the College, with students entering
into the third year of some of the professional courses, went steadily forward.
It seems
clear that certain of our professional
courses in Engineering,
in Architecture and in
Surveying, are going to provide an exceptional challenge to students.
The high academic
standard required by the professional bodies, coupled with the difficulties of the East
African background in these fields of study, create problems which call for specialised
teaching-and
probably also for an extension of the period of preliminary preparation
before students embark upon them. It seems doubtful whether this preliminary preparation
can be handled by the schools; and it may well be that the College will have to consider some
form of specialised preparation prior to the admission of students to these professional
1

The standard required in Mathematics, both for Engineering and Surveying,
studies.
also presents a difficulty. In Architectural
studies some problems arose consequent
upon the lack of background of students; and the College is in general finding a need of
modified syllabuses which take full account of the East African background.
The provision
of modified syllabuses and papers in the fields of Arts and Science is also under discussion
with the University of London; and it is greatly hoped that when the College has advanced
to readiness for entry into Special Relationship with the University of Lond~
modified
preliminary examination will be substituted for the present unmodified papers of University
Entrance standard at the General Certificate of Education (Advanced) }evel.
The Faculty of Architecture:
Eight new students entered the first year of the full time course in Architecture, of
whom six were passed to the second year, while two gave up their studies at the end of the
first term. Of the ten students in the second year, eight were allowed to proceed to the
third year of the course.
Twelve out of fifteen students in the third year received approval
of their studio work from examiners appointed by the East African Institute of Architects,
and sat for the external Intermediate
Examination
of the Royal Institute of British
Architects: of these, two passed in all subjects; one in four out of five subjects; and three
passed in two subjects.
Five students have been allowed to proceed to the fourth year
in preparation
for the Final Examination
of the Royal Institute of British Architects,
for which they will be due to sit in 1962. During the session the College was fortunate
in receiving a visit from Mr. A. M. Chitty, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P'!'l., a member of the Council
for Overseas Colleges of Arts, Science and Technology, and adviser in Architectural
education. The question of the local conduct of R.LB.A. examinations and the modification of certain examination papers, in conformity with local conditions, was discussed.
Subsequently the East African Institute of Architects agreed 1:0 undertake this function;
and accordingly the Intermediate
Examination
in 1960 will be partly set, and wholly
conducted, locally, while remaining subject to scrutiny at all stages by the Royal Institute
of British Architects, in London.
During the year the College also received a visit from
Mr. Basil Spence, P.R.I.B.A., who was favourably impressed with the work of the students
and of the Faculty.
The Department of Art:
In January, 1959, the Department
of Art was separated administratively
from the
Faculty of Architecture, and was established as a Department within the College.
There
was an intake of three full time students at the beginning of the session, which raised the
total numbers to ten. Despite certain difficulties of space, and lack of certain items of
equipment, the Department
had a most successful session, while it became increasingly
clear that the exceptionally high standard of work which it was achieving was receiving
wide recognition outside the College.
Two students completed their three-year course
at the end of the session, and were immediately absorbed into well-paid employment.
Students of the Department gained a number of public prizes and brought considerable
credit to the College.
The Staff of the Department
was increased during the session
when Mr. David Broadhead, A.R.C.A., took up his appointment as Assistant Lecturer in
November, 1958.
The Faculty of Arts:
During the 1958-1959 session the twelve second-year students of the Faculty continued
their studies for the University of London General Certificate of Education (Advanced
level) Examination,
in English Literature, History and Geography;
while a first-year
group of students, numbering eighteen, was admitted to the Faculty.
During the year
the Faculty was able to add Mathematics as a subject in its curriculum, thus widening
the range of Arts subjects.
At the end of the session twelve second-year students took
the G.C.E. (A level) Examination, of whom four obtained two passes at Advanced level
and one pass at Ordinary level; while eight obtained one pass at Advanced level and two
2

passes at Ordinary level. All twelve students passed in History at Advanced level, five
of them obtaining Distinctions in this subject: four of these students have, so far, obtained
entry to Universities overseas to continue their studies.
During the session both the Faculty of Arts and the College suffered a grievous loss
in the tragic death of M r. Alan Oliver, M.A. CANTAB., Lecturer in Geography.
The Faculty of Commerce:
During the 1958-1959 session the Faculty had forty-three full time students; of these
students, twelve were in the second year of the General Certificate of Education (Advanced
level) Examination course, reading Economics, Economic History and Geography.
These
students were all successful in the field of Economics and Economic History, two of them
gaining Distinction in Economic History.
One student of the Faculty also gained a
Distinction in Geography.
Eleven students of the Faculty entered into the second year
of the course leading to the Intermediate
Examination
of the Chartered Institute of
Secretaries, and read Economics, Accountancy, General Principles of English Law, Secretarial
Practice, Company Law, and English Language.
In the Institute's examinations,
nine
students were successful in all six subjects, while two students each failed in one subject
only.
The Faculty is greatly to be congratulated
on this striking academic success.
Thirteen students in the first year of the Chartered Institute of Secretaries course also made
sufficient progress to proceed to the second year of the course. Seven students in the first
year of the Accountancy Diploma course also made sufficiently good progress to proceed
to the second year of the course in 1959-1960.
In part-time evening classes, forty students were enrolled for the session into
professional courses preparing for the examinations
of the Association
of Certified
and Corporate Accountants,
the Chartered Institute of Secretaries and the Institute of
Bankers. Not all students entered for the examinations, and detailed examination results
have not yet been received.
It is known, however, tliat''a number of students have been
successful.
During the session four more short residential courses for executives were mounted
by the College.
They were well attended and favourably commented upon by the firms
which had sent members of their management staff. Members attended from organisations
in each of the East African territories; and the College is most grateful for the valuable
assistance provided by those members of the course who gave lectures on specialist subjects,
based on wide practical experience in an East African context.
The Faculty is once again indebted to the many firms and organisations who have
lent or given literature, equipment and films; and who have given talks to students, assisted
with the arrangement of industrial visits, and provided vacation employment. The College
is most appreciative of this invaluable assistance, which does so much to give our students
the practical experience which must necessarily supplement their academic instruction.
The Faculty of Engineering:
During the session considerable development took place in the Faculty of Engineering.
The Faculty took in nineteen new students, bringing the total numbers up to sixty-eight.
Twenty-four students were entered for the Joint Part I Examination of the Institutions of
Civil, Electrical and Mechanical Engineers in April, 1959: of these, nineteen students
passed, four failed, while one was referred in one subject only. Three of the students
who failed were allowed to repeat the third year of the course at their own expense.
The
Faculty indeed can be proud of this result.
During the session approval was obtained
from the professional Institutions for students taking the fourth and fifth years of our
Engineering Courses to sit the Intermediate and Final Examinations of the Institutions.
Building-was started on the American Wing of the Faculty of Engineering in November,
1958; and the work will be completed in October, 1959. In parallel with this extension
of our Engineering facilities, five bays were added to the Engineering Workshops building,
in order to provide suitable laboratories for Heat Engines.

During the session the Staff of the Faculty was increased by the arrival of Mr. S. R.
Lamond, B.SC.(ENG.), A.M.J.MECH.E., Senior Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering;
Mr.
P. A. Campbell, B.SC. (ENG.) RAND., A.M.J.C.E.; A.M.J.STRUCT.E., M.CONS.E.; and Mr. K. G.
Danee, B.SC. (ENG.) LaND., GRAD.J.C.E., GRAD.T.STRUCT.E.
The Faculty of Science:
The Faculty of Science enrolled twenty-five students at the start or-t'tte 1958-1959
session; while eleven students of the first year were admitted to the second year of the course.
These sat for the General Certificate of Education (Advanced level) Examination of the
University of London, and the results were outstandingly
satisfactory.
Three of the
students sat the examination in four subjects, Chemistry, Physics, Pure Mathematics and
Applied Mathematics, and gained Advanced level passes in all four subjects.
The remaining
eight students sat in three subjects, and one of them obtained passes in all three subjects
at Advanced level; three passed in two subjects at Advanced level and one subject at
Ordinary level; and one student passed in one subject at Advanced level and two at Ordinary
level: thus, ten out of eleven candidates obtained the minimum university entrance
qualification, and the Faculty is to be congratulated on this result.
The Department of Surveying:
During the session full time courses were conducted for the first examination of the
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, in the Land, Quantity and Valuation Sections.
A total of thirteen students commenced these courses in April, 1958, eleven of whom
wrote the external examinations in April, 1959. Three students, one in Valuation and
two in Land Surveying, passed in all subjects; two other Land Surveying students were
referred in one subject; while a further three students, one in each section, were given
permission to repeat the course.
Five students will proceed to the Intermediate course
of study in Land and Quantity Surveying.
During the session certain alterations were made to the duration of our Surveying
courses; commencing in October, 1959, the first course in all sections will be of five terms'
duration; while the Intermediate course will last for two years. It will be possible for
Land Surveying students in the first course who wish to present themselves for examination
at the Advanced level General Certificate of Education Examination in Mathematics, Applied
Mathematics and Physics, to remain in residence after the professional examinations of
the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors held in April. The Department
is also
going to take over the courses in Surveying for Engineering students in their second,
third and fourth years of study.
The Department of Domestic Science:
Six new students were admitted to the Department of Domestic Science in October,
1958; while of the students previously registered, all attained the required standard to
enable them to continue the course, seven students moving to the second year and nine
to the third year. As a result of the final Diploma examinations held in May, 1959,
eight of the nine candidates satisfied the examiners in all subjects.
In January, 1959, Miss G. E. Hughes, M.A., Principal of the Manchester College
of Housecraft, [paid'[a visit lto the College, and also visited Uganda, Tanganyika and
Zanzibar.
Miss Hughes made a thorough examination of the work of the Department and
recommended our courses to the School of Education of the University of Manchester.
Syllabuses have now been prepared and have gone before the Professional Board of the
University; and it is hoped that the University of Manchester will agree to recognition
of the Domestic Science Teacher Training courses of the College.
This should enable
students to obtain the Diploma of the University School of Education, as teachers of
Domestic Science.
During the session the Staff of the Domestic Science Department gave a short course
of public cookery demonstrations,
which proved very popular; while in Mayan "Open
Day" was held, so that visitors might come into the College and see for themselves
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something of the work of the Department.
At the end of the session, after negotiations
with the Territorial Governments, salary scales for students obtaining a College Diploma
were fixed on the T-BA scale, with the probability of revision if the College negotiations
with the University of Manchester should result in the award of the University Diploma
in Education.
Library:
During the session stocks rose to almost 20,000 books, pamphlets and official
publications; and it became increasingly clear that the existing College Library was rapidly
approaching its maximum capacity, both with regard to stock, as well as to reading space
available for students.
It is evident that the College, in the very near future, will have to
consider the construction of an entirely new Library building, not only in view of the
recommendations
of the Working Party Report on Higher Education, but from sheer
necessity.
Application has already been made for funds for this purpose; and it is hoped
that the project for a new Library will go forward vigorously in the coming session.
During the year one member of the Library staff completed his professional
qualifications and was elected a Fellow of the Library Association;
while two of our
Library trainees successfully sat their first professional examination.
Space for display of books, for storage and for student reading is now almost full
to capacity.
Students give every indication of making the fullest use of the Library,
and of a readiness to undertake fairly wide reading and private study.
Visitors to the College:
The College was particularly glad during the session to welcome groups of Members
of the Legislative Councils of Kenya and Uganda, who were able to see over the College,
meet the Staff and Students, and discuss problems oCc~mmon interest.
Among many
distinguished visitors from overseas were the following.-L
The Right Honourable

the Earl of Perth, r-.c.,

Minister of State for Colonial Affairs.

Dame Lillian Penson
Professor E. Giffen
Professor Grant
Dr. Margery Perham
Dr. J. W. Cook
of the Inter-University Council for Higher Education Overseas.

Mr. Aldred Woolf
Mr. Melvin Fox
Mr. Francis Sutton
of the American Ford Foundation.

Sir Douglas Logan
Dr. J. Henderson
Professor Hussey
Mr. G. C. Bruce
of the University of London.

Professor E. Munger
Professor Cyril Houle
of the University of Chicago, U.S.A.
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Professor Lamar Johnson
oj the University of California, U.S.A.

Professor Curtin
oj the University oj Wisconsin, U.S.A.

Dr. Am ba Prasad
oj the University oj Delhi.

Mr. Basil Spence, P.R.I.B.A.
Mr. C. Spragg
of the Royal Institute of British Architects.

Mr. S. E. Goodall, President
Mr. W. K. Brasher, Secretary
of the Institution oj Electrical Engineers, London.

Mr. G. C. Walford
Mr. J. Neilsen

-

oj the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.

Mr. A. M. Chitty,

F.R.J.B.A.

Member of the Council for Overseas Colleges oj Arts, Science and Technology.

Dr. and Mrs. Forest Hill
Mr. F. Champion Ward
oj the Ford Foundation, U.S.A.

Mqjor-General

Moore-Coulson

Director oj Army Education.

Major-General

C. A. Dunphie

Director oj Messrs. Vickers-Armstrong Ltd.

Mons. C. Cheysson
Mr. M. de N. Ensor
oj C.C.T.A./C.S.A.

Dr. S. H. Shaw
Director of Overseas Geological Surveys.

Commander

Dickinson

oj the Kumasi College oj Technology.

Mr. W. C. T. Munnoch
Director oj the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority in Southern Rhodesia.

Dr. C. D. V. Wilson
oj the University oj Liverpool.
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Professor van Bilson
0/ the University 0/ Antwerp.
Dr. Max Millikan
0/ the institute 0/ Technology, Massachusetts, U.S.A.
Professor D. Shimoyuru
0/ Kyushu University, Japan.
Mr. Eugene Dupuch
Member of the Executive Council and General Assembly 0/ the Bahamas.

Mr. W. E. Stevenson
Member 0/ the World Bank Mission to Tanganyika Territory.

Mr. W. V. Sweaney
Head of the Overseas Department 0/ the Colonial Office, London.

Mr. and Mrs. Mason
Member of Yorkshire County Council and a Justice of the Peace.

Sir Richard

Ramage

Chairman of the Public Service Commission, Uganda.

Professor

Kirkman

Warden of the Royal National Park a~ Gedi, Kenya.

Mr. A. J. Rowan

0/ the

Technical Institute, Aden.

Sir Charles Markham
Member of the Legislative Council 0/ Kenya.

H. P. GALE,
VICE-PRINCIPAL AND ACTING PRINCIPAL
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