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Foreword by
The Chairman of the' Governing Council
I was appointed Chairman on 1st July, 1958. During the year covered by this Report,
Mr. Willoughby was Chairman until February 1st, 1958, and Mr. Luard from that date
until he left East Africa in July this year.
Mr. Willoughby was Chairman for six years and connected with the College in its
planning and development stage from its inception.
This distinguished service will long
be remembered.
I would like to place on record my appreciation of the work of Dr. Gale, the Acting
Principal, the Governing Council and the College Teaching and Administrative Staff.
The thanks of the Governing Council are also warmly extended to the British Government, the Governments
of Eastern Africa, the Gandhi Memorial
Board, and the
International
Co-operation
Administration
of the Government of the United States of
America, for their generosity and support.
The College has met with problems and criticisms and it will certainly meet with others
in the years to come. How could it be otherwise, for development such as we have undertaken and surmounted must bring problems?
Technological education is new in this
country and will inevitably take a little time to be accepted as an integral part of our lives.
May I assure the public, and par!is.ularly those to whom we look to to employ our Students,
that their College is not being developed as an institution producing young men and women
who rely only on an academic qualification to provide them with an easy living for the rest
of their lives; the Academic side of their training is only a part, and character, integrity and
the will to work are of equal importance.
What of the future?
Your Governing Council has the firm belief that the future of
the College and the peoples it serves lies before us in splendid prospect.
This future
belongs, perhaps, most of all to our students.
I am sure they will prove worthy of it.

P. J. ROGERS
12th December, 1958

Principal's Report to the Governing Council
for the Session 1957/58
The second session in the academic life of the Royal Technical College began on
7th October, 1957, with a new intake of 104 students, which brought the total number of
full-time students in the College up to 289. The new students quickly settled into the life
of the College, particularly because of the help and assistance which they received from the
second-year students; and it became clear that the work which had been done in the 1956/57
session had truly enabled the College to lay the foundations of a good corporate spirit
and a valuable residential life. The same pattern of development was evident in the life
of the Students' Society and of the various clubs and college societies.
The Warden reports that the Committee of the Halls of Residence consisting of Senior
Students accepted more responsibility and were able in increasing measure to solve most of
their own problems.
The Students' Society also developed considerably under the able
Chairmanship of F. Noronha, while student social activities showed marked improvement.
The first College Rag Day was successfully held and a considerable sum of money was
raised through this medium for the Polio Fund.
In Games and Sports, the Warden
comments on the growth of a good spirit in inter-Faculty games, coupled with the emergence
of active student Sports Committees.
He again stresses, however, the urgent need for
funds for the College to develop its Sports Grounds and laments the present position, in
which all cricket matches have to be played away because of our financial inability, at
present, to embark on laying out a cricket field. Games showed much promise and one
College student represented Kenya against the England hockey side during their visit.
College Accommodation
Although visitors to the College are invariably impressed with the main College tuition
building, this building has long presented problems of aceommodation
to the Teaching
Staff. These difficulties arise primarily because the main building was designed as premises
for the original concept of a Kenya Technical Institute, situated in the heart of Nairobi and
offering easy facilities for evening classes. When the College became an Inter-Territorial
institution, with most of its students resident in College Hostels, the design of the main
building, particularly in regard to its limited laboratory facilities, its lack of office accommodation, and its small library space, progressively created problems difficult to meet.
However, these difficulties have not intruded into College life as much as they might have
done owing to the response of the Staff, who in their enthusiasm have risen to the occasion.
A second Men's Hall of Residence of 104 Bedrooms, designed by Messrs. Blackburne,
Norburn, Architects, and m~tching in all main details the existing Hall, was completed
on 15th September, 1957, in time for the new session commencing the following month.
Additional features consisted of two Common Rooms, one linking the first Hall with
the Dining Room to provide a general games room and a smaller one linking both Halls
for use as a reading and meeting room.
The building was completed in the record time of five and a half months by
the Contractors, Messrs. Coronation Builders Ltd.
In addition, we have been granted further generous financial aid from the Colonial
Welfare and Development Office which has been matched by equal amounts from the
East African Governments; we are also indebted to LC.A. for their generosity.
This has enabled us to extend existing accommodation.
The third Hostel for men will
be built and will be ready for the 1959/60 session. Tuition space is to be extended by the
addition of a fourth storey on to one wing of the main building.
The Engineering Workshops are to be extended by the addition of five bays and the construction of a new block
for civil engineering on the north side of Government Road on the present Engineering
Workshops ~
where it is hoped to concentrate the whole of the Faculty of Engineering
as the College grows. The College Store and Workshop, which have long been inadequate
and unsuitable, are also to be replaced by new buildings.
In order to ease the pressure on
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the main building, arrangements have been made to rent some of the old Dispensary
buildings in Government Road for temporary office and tuition space.
Plans for the American Wing have also been finally approved and work on this project
should commence early in the next session.
Academic Report
During the 1957/58 session the College settled down to an intense period of sound
academic work and the students seemed determined to take the fullest advantage of every
aspect of the teaching and other academic facilities provided.
There were fewer cases of
an inability to strike a balance between studying and other College activities, and although
many found the standard and pace of their studies difficult, the majority showed great
determination, so that by the end of the session it was felt advisable to recommend that only
a few should not be allowed to continue their course.
Here it would be pertinent to add
that the supporting Governments who were responsible for the award of bursaries kept a
very close watch on the recipients and supported the College fully in all cases where the
students did not seem to be doing as well as they could.
The Faculty of Architecture and Applied Art
During the 1957/58 session the new intake into the Faculty was composed of six new
students and six students were obliged to repeat the first year's work; of these, ten were
passed to the second year of the course and one transferred to Applied Art. Of the fifteen
students in the second year of the three-year Intermediate course in Architecture, all were
allowed to proceed to the third year, and will be due to submit their Studio work in the
latter part of the 1958/59 session and, if this work is approved, to sit for the R.LB.A.
Intermediate
Examination.
The Advisory Panel, drawn from Architects practising in
East Africa, met three times during the session.
A small exhibition of students' work was
shown to the Panel in June and a further display was later open to the public. Discussions
with the professional bodies on a possible modification of the Intermediate Examination to
suit local conditions are proceeding at the moment, on the basis of the new overseas
scheme of the R.LB.A. in architectural education; and the substitution of Studio work done
in the College for the Testimonies of Study required by the External Intermediate
Examination has been agreed upon.
In the field of Applied Art, •.exceptionally good and original work is being done.
Five
students began courses during the year and have made encouraging progress; one student
discontinued studies.
Faculty of Arts
Seventeen new students were admitted to the Faculty in October, 1957, while eighteen
students passed into the second year of the General Certificate of Education (A level)
course in English Literature,
History and Geography.
The second-year
students
continued
throughout
the session to work well and sat the G.C.E. (A level)
Examination in July, 1958. Only one student left the course. Of the seventeen who sat
the Examination,
nine students obtained Advanced passes in all three subjects, while
among these were two Distinctions in History and one Distinction in English Literature;
four students obtained two Advanced level passes with one pass at Ordinary level (this
represents minimum University Entrance requirements) and three students obtained an
Advanced pass in one subject.
Faculty of Commerce
The Faculty began the 1957/58 session with thirty-six students coming into the second
year of the G.C.E. (A level) course in Economics, Economic History and British Constitution. Fifteen new students joined this course, while thirteen joined the first year of the
course leading to the Intermediate Examination of the Chartered Institute of Secretaries.
At the end of the session, thirty-five students sat the General Certificate of Education
(Advanced level) examination, of whom thirty-two obtained passes in all three subjects at
Advanced level; two students passed in two subjects at Advanced level with one pass
2

at the Ordinary level; and one student passed in one subject at Advanced level and one
subject at Ordinary level.
During the year the Governing Council of the College approved the provision of two
new College courses in the Faculty, subject to the financial support of the Territorial
Governments.
The Government of Uganda was most anxious to see a course in Accountancy, and the Faculty also hoped to mount a course in Business Administration.
Once
again, many firms and Government Departments
gave very valuable assistance to the
Faculty by donating or lending films, equipment and literature, and by arranging talks to
students, as well as industrial visits, for which the College is deeply grateful.
Much
assistance was also given in arranging the vacation employment for commercial students.
During the session the Faculty also enrolled seventy part-time students for professional
courses leading to the examinations
of the Association of Certified and Corporate
Accountants, the Institute of Bankers, and the Chartered Institute of Secretaries.
Here
also the Faculty received invaluable services from the part-time lecturers drawn from
Government service, from Commerce and from the professions.
During the the session the Faculty also commenced short residential courses for Senior
Management officers, in the vacations.
Three such courses were successfully run on the
themes: "Management
Problems of the Smaller Firms", "Financial Control in Management" and "Industrial Relations and Negotiations".
Here also great assistance was given
by outside speakers and lecturers in specialist subjects.
Faculty of Engineering
During the session the five-year Diploma course leading to the examinations of the
Institutions of Civil, Mechanical and Electrical Engineers proceeded satisfactorily.
The
1956/57 intake of students will take the Joint Part I Examination of the three Institutions
in April, 1959, and successful students will go on to the fourth year of the Diploma course.
This course has now been accepted by the Institutions of Civil and Mechanical Engineers
as suitable training for the examinations.
" ,.
The Institution of Electrical Engineers will consider granting approval for the five-year
Diploma course after students have taken the Joint Part I Examinations in April, 1959,
and in the meantime have agreed to successful students taking their Part II Examinations
after the fourth year of the Diploma Course.
At the start of the 1957/58 session nineteen
students passed from the first to the second year of the Engineering course and nineteen
new students entered the first year of the course.
Recruitment of staff to the Faculty
improved considerably during the year, although there are still some appointments to be
filled.
Faculty of Science
The Faculty of Science took in twelve new students at the start of the 1957/58 session and
forty students of the 1956/57 intake passed to the second year of the course.
At the end
of the session forty students were entered for the General Certificate of Education
(Advanced level) Examination, of whom fourteen passed in all three subjects at Advanced
level; six obtained two passes at Advanced level and one pass at Ordinary level; two
obtained two passes at Advanced level without the Ordinary level pass in the third subject;
and the rest, with the exception of three, obtained varying degrees of success at the Ordinary
level.
Department of Survey
During the year courses were conducted for the first examination of the R.LC.S. in the
Land Surveying Section and the other sections which take a common First Examination.
These courses, of one year's duration, were begun in April, 1957, with the recognition of the
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.
Six students were admitted, four full-time and
two part-tirrrer-who took the examination held in April, 1958. One student in Quantity
Surveying obtained a complete pass in all subjects, and of the remainder, one withdrew
and two failed.
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The Department received a new intake of eighteen students in April, 1958, for the Land
Surveying and Quantity Surveying sections.
Department of Domestic Science
Seven new students joined the Domestic Science course in 1957 for the first year of
training, while eight students passed from the 1956/57 intake to the second year of the threeyear course for training teachers of Domestic Science. During the session ~work
of the
Department of Domestic Science attracted increasing outside attention, largely because of
demonstrations
given to outside Societies.
Work in the Department
progressed very
satisfactorily and all students in both years reached the required standard in practical and
theoretical work, as well as obtaining their Red Cross First Aid and Home Nursing
Certificates.
At the start of the 1957/58 session negotiations were begun in England with a view to
bringing the College Department of Domestic Science into direct relationship with the
School of Education of the University of Manchester, and the Manchester College of
Housecraft, with the aim of enabling students of the College eventually to obtain a Diploma
recognised in the United Kingdom, a development which the Territorial Governments
supporting the College are anxious to obtain.
Negotiations have proceeded satisfactorily and new Staff have been appointed to the
Department of Domestic Science with the advice and co-operation of the bodies concerned
in the United Kingdom.
Arrangements are also in hand for the Principal of the Manchester
College of Housecraft to visit the College in 1959.
Library
The stock of the Library is now over 16,000 books, pamphlets and official publications.
In addition, over five hundred periodicals are received (two hundred and ten of these are
by gift) and a start has been made with an illustrations collection.
Lists of accessions are
now issued regularly and the first of a series of bibliographies will be issued shortly.
Accommodation
is a source of anxiety: shelving for books will be full by the middle
of 1959 and storage room for periodical files is already full. The call upon periodical
files, as important in a technical library as books, is growing rapidly with the development
of courses and their inaccessibility: is a serious inconvenience.
Pressure on reading space
has been relieved somewhat by the loan of over 350 books a week to Staff and students,
but fuller use should be made of the evening opening hours.
A Training Course for library staff has been established and will reach its proper
level with the completion of establishment early in 1959.
A source of satisfaction is the
greatly increased use of the information and bibliographical services offered by the Library.
It is gratifying also to note that the application for Colonial Development and Welfare
funds to enable the College to begin a building project for a new Library is to be considered
in relation to the expected report of the Working Party on Higher Education in East
Africa, for the members of the Working Party were aware of the academic problems
involved in the difficulties of our present Library accommodation.
Examination Results
As a result of the General Certificate of Education (Advanced level) Examination held
during the year, seventy-one candidates out of the ninety-two put forward by the College
attained the minimum University Entrance standard.
This is the first large group from the
College to sit a public examination and the first one to complete a two-year course.
The
number of distinctions obtained and the general standard reached are a great source of
satisfaction and reflect credit on all the Faculties concerned.
This is a direct result of
teamwork between the Lecturers and the students, and also between individual members
of the academic staff.

H. P. GALE,

17th December, 1958
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The main Tuition Building

Students in the Physics Laboratory

